2 Corinthians 6:11-7:16 English Standard Version
6 11 We have spoken freely to you,[a] Corinthians; our heart is wide open. 12 You are not
restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own a ections. 13 In return (I speak as to
children) widen your hearts also. 14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what
partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?
15 What accord has Christ with Belial?[b] Or what portion does a believer share with an
unbeliever? 16 What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of
the living God; as God said
“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them,
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Therefore go out from their
midst and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing;
then I will welcome you, 18 and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and
daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.

7 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every de

lement of
body[c] and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 2 Make room in your
hearts[d] for us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have taken
advantage of no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn you, for I said before that you are in our
hearts, to die together and to live together. 4 I am acting with great boldness toward you; I
have great pride in you; I am lled with comfort. In all our a iction, I am over owing with joy.
5 For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were a icted at
every turn— ghting without and fear within. 6 But God, who comforts the downcast,
comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the comfort
with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal
for me, so that I rejoiced still more. 8 For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not
regret it—though I did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while.
9 As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into
repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you su ered no loss through us.
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10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas
worldly grief produces death. 11 For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in
you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing,
what zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the
matter. 12 So although I wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the one who did the wrong,
nor for the sake of the one who su ered the wrong, but in order that your earnestness for us
might be revealed to you in the sight of God. 13 Therefore we are comforted. And besides
our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been
refreshed by you all. 14 For whatever boasts I made to him about you, I was not put to
shame. But just as everything we said to you was true, so also our boasting before Titus has
proved true. 15 And his a ection for you is even greater, as he remembers the obedience of
you all, how you received him with fear and trembling. 16 I rejoice, because I have complete
con dence in you.

Week Seven
Open Wide Your Hearts
II Corinthians 6:11 -7:16
As we leave chapter ve, we
are clear that our lifes work is to
be ministers of
___________________________.
We have been reconciled to
lead other to reconciliation. In
the rst verse of six we are
given this appeal, “do not
receive the
____________________ of God
in _____________________.” We
are in the season of
________________;
________________ is the time of
salvation. One of the greatest battle we face is missing the importance of
__________________. Our goal is that no fault would be found in our ministry. That our life in
Jesus would put no ___________________________between people and the Lord, but lead
people to the feet of Jesus.

This can derail your life
11 We have spoken freely to you,[a] Corinthians; our heart is wide open. 12 You are not restricted by us, but you
are restricted in your own affections. 13 In return (I speak as to children) widen your hearts also.
These verses present one of the great challenges to us living life with purpose, a life that
pleases God. A life that lives in the _____________________; full and free enjoying the Lord,
one another, and impacting those around as ministers of reconciliation. Paul speaks to
Corinthians in very personal terms. He names them by location and their relationship to him
as his children in the faith. He is speaking to them as loving father to ____________________
them into the life that God destined them to live.
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He states that his heart is wide open to them. He has been transparent he has laid his heart
on the line for them. He spoke with truth and authenticity. He has given is heart and soul to
them. His issue with them is that in return they have ________________________ their
____________________________. They have closed their heart. We often speak of people
being closed minded but a far greater issue is being ____________________
__________________________. This condition keeps us from experiencing life with God, our
family, friends, and a ects our impact upon others. This is often referred to as
a_______________ ____________________. Our a ections, passions, love for God, His church,
and His mission fade to the back. If not treated this hardening can cause serious problems.

A Hardening of Your Heart Can………………..
•

Cause _____________________________ in your _________________________

•

Cause ____________________________ in your ________________________

•

Cause you not to __________________________

•

Lead to Sadness

•

Hinder Other from Coming to Jesus

•

Decrease your Success and Productivity

•

Lead to Hopelessness

What Causes Us to Close Our Hearts
1. Warning Not _______________________
14 Do not be unequally yoked with
unbelievers. For what partnership has
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what
fellowship has light with darkness?
15 What accord has Christ with Belial?
[b] Or what portion does a believer share
with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement
has the temple of God with idols? For we
are the temple of the living God; as God
said “I will make my dwelling among
them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Therefore go out from their
midst and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing;then I will welcome you, 18 and I
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will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.

The right yoke

The wrong yoke

The _____________________ path traveled in
life

A path of sin, leading to _______________
and regret

A life lled with__________________, hope &
___________________

A life clouded with __________________,
depression and despair

Jesus the driving force of your life with the
promise of abudnadnat and eternal life

Satan leading the way with goal of stealing,
killing and destroying

A Clean Temple Dedicated to the glory of
God.

A de led Temple_________________ with
worthless Idols
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___________

___________

__________

2. Sentiment Not_____________________________
2 Make room in your hearts[d] for us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have taken
advantage of no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn you, for I said before that you are in our hearts, to die
together and to live together.
Paul is stating that he is willing to die for the sake of the Gospel, he has showed that on
behalf of the Corinthians. If he is willing to go that far for them why are they unwilling to
______________________their hearts to share life. Every act of love that is not reciprocated
adds a layer of _______________________________, if this becomes a pattern we can become
a shell of a person. The exchange of love with God and others is ____________________ for
our ___________________________. We will get let down, hurt, even some cases betrayed
along the journey of life. We can’t allow this to keep us from opening our hearts to God,
family and fellow Christians.
I Peter 4:8
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
3. Sorrow Not _______________________________
4 I am acting with great boldness toward you; I have great pride in you; I am filled with comfort. In all our
affliction, I am overflowing with joy. 5 For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we
were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear within. 6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted
us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the comfort with which he was comforted by
you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still more.
It’s the same one I face every day. It’s the temptation to turn your back on the only one who
can save us. To harden your heart in the face of your hard stuff– the stuff that is bloodying
your life with pain.
The death of the one who was so precious to you.
The rejection from the one you thought loved you.
The emptiness of broken dreams.
The sharpness of your own failings.
The loss of something you treasured.
The mistreatment at the hands of someone you trusted.
The sorrow that slices you and withers you and makes your soul crack with agony.
Don’t lose this battle, dear one. Don’t surrender to the enemy– the one who is trying to drag
you to death. Don’t give him the satisfaction of turning you from the only place you’ll ever
nd relief.
By Natasha Metzler

8 For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret it, for I see that that letter
grieved you, though only for a while. 9 As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were
grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. 10 For godly grief
produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 11 For see
what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what
indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment!
High levels of immunoglobulin A are associated with a strong immune system, and the
ability to ght off illness. The researchers found that immunoglobulin A levels were lower
in those people whose pleasures were accompanied by more feelings of guilt.
Dr Geoff Lowe, a chartered health psychologist who took part in the study, said the
ndings were consistent with previous research he had conducted that showed people
with low levels of guilt were less likely to go to the doctor, or to report suffering from
colds or u.
_Article in BBC: Guilt Bad For Your Health
Psalm 32:
1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
2 Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit
there is no deceit 3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning
all day long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried
up[b] as by the heat of summer. 5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my
iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”and you forgave the
iniquity of my sin.
5. Con ict Not _______________________________
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At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter. 12 So although I wrote to you, it was not for
the sake of the one who did the wrong, nor for the sake of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order that your
earnestness for us might be revealed to you in the sight of God. 13 Therefore we are comforted. And besides our
own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. 14 For
whatever boasts I made to him about you, I was not put to shame. But just as everything we said to you was true,
so also our boasting before Titus has proved true. 15 And his affection for you is even greater, as he remembers
the obedience of you all, how you received him with fear and trembling. 16 I rejoice, because I have complete
confidence in you.
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4. Sin Not _________________________________

Jesus teaches us how to resolve con ict: (Matthew 18:15-35)
•
•
•

•

•

Go to your brother __________________ on ________________________discussing
the problem
If no resolution, take one or two spiritually_____________________________,
_____________________________ people with you to act as arbitrators
If no resolution take the established witnesses along with one you have a
fault with the designated _______________________
___________________________.
If still no resolution the one refusing to reconcile is given every opportunity to
repent, if obstinate then you are no longer under obligation to reconcile the
relationship.
You still are under the obligation to ______________________________________.

Is Your Heart Open Wide?
When was the last time your a ections were stirred?
On a scale of 1 to 10, rate your desire for time with Jesus?
Has it been a long time since you shared your heart with another person?
How often do you tell others about Jesus?
How long has it been since you’ve been moved to tears or adulation?
When is the last time you made a new friend?
When you experience a relational moment do you act mechanically or relationally?

How to Open Your Heart Wide:
R_________________________________
R_________________________________
R_________________________________
R_________________________________
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R_________________________________

