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 I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to 
visions and revelations of the Lord. 


2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God 
knows. 3 And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the 
body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— 4 and he heard things that 
cannot be told, which man may not utter. 


5 On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not 
boast, except of my weaknesses— 6 though if I should wish to boast, I would 
not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no 
one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. 


7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness 
of the revelations,[a] a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 


8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But 
he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 


10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.




Week Eleven 
II Corinthians 12 

I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to 
visions and revelations of the Lord.

2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven
—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know 
that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I 
do not know, God knows—  4 and he heard things that cannot be told, which man 

may not utter.

Why Does Paul switch to the third person? 

1. To follow the pattern of _____________________  ________________________ 
when discussing visions 

2. He was not sure he was in the ______________ or out of the ______________ 
3. To be careful not to boast or lead people to attribute 

_______________________to visions.  Even to this day people are easily swayed 
by a person who says they had a vision. 

What is the third heaven? 
Some point to the idea around in Pauls day of the first heaven being the visible heavens 
as seen with the eyes.   The second heaven being the solar system that exists beyond 
what we see with our eyes.  The third heaven would be be the_________________ of 
__________________.  The place called _____________________ by Jesus on the cross and 
in the Parable of the Rich Man & Lazarus.  When you add the description that Paul 
added of what he saw he points to a clear indication that this is Paradise, the abode of 
God where the great cloud of witnesses resides with the angelic beings.  It is where 
_______________________ go when the ________________.  It will one day descend to earth 
at the end of the ages, and there will be a new heaven and a new earth. 

“So why boast if nothing is to be gained from it?  Because much more could be lost if Paul 
does not somehow cancel out the seductive megalomania of his rivals. The rivals have set the 
agenda and bedazzled some of the Corinthians with their boasts.  Paul’s deft use of irony in 
his own boasting helps the Corinthians see the __________________________of all boasting 
and will help them see the rivals for what they really are.”  -David E. Garland






I Corinthians 2

9 But, as it is written,“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard nor the heart of man 
imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”—

5 On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of 
my weaknesses— 6 though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I 

would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of 
me than he sees in me or hears from me. 

We see that the Apostle reveals that 
he is the one who had such a vision of 
heaven.  Yet instead of setting up a 
speaking tour, writing a book, and 
cashing in on this vision he choses to 
___________________ the event.  What 
is shocking is he instead choses to 
focus on his _____________________.  
Unlike his rivals who boast in false 
stories of encounters with God, Paul 
resume is strong in real encounters 
with God.  The Corinthians know this 
of Paul.  Paul wants to draw their eyes 

on what is important, not tales of visions and dreams but ____________________ and 
_______________________ ______________________ living.  We would do well to follow this 
example.  Measure a persons words against their actions.   These verses guide us to be a 
people of action, our walk and talk are _________________________.


7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of 
the revelations,[a] a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass 

me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord 
about this, that it should leave me.

“You notice that when you read the Old Testament prophets, and some of the New Testament 
prophets, that those who had visions of the Lord, visions of heaven, were never able to quite 
accurately describe what they saw. They had to put it in symbols -- Ezekiel's wheels within 
wheels and strange animals with four faces. Daniel's descriptions are somewhat similar; so are 
John's in Revelation. Not one could describe exactly what he saw because it is so far beyond 
what we presently know. This surely indicates that when we are with the Lord our knowledge 
will be vastly increased. We will know secrets we never dreamed existed, secrets that are so 
beyond us now they cannot be put into language. 

That is what Paul is saying here.”   -Ray Stedman




9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am 

weak, then I am strong.

“I believe there is a reason for that. I believe that God purposely kept the identity of this 
thorn a secret, because if this problem had been poor eyesight then many people would say, 
''Well, that don't help me, because I don't have poor eyesight.'' If it had probably been a 
speech impediment, then that would not have been a comfort to those of us who have no 
speech impediment. Even if it had been a physical handicap, most people today are not 
physically handicapped. This thorn remains anonymous because no matter what your 
particular thorn might be, the same God that gave Paul victory over his thorn can give you 
victory over yours.”   -James Merritt


A messenger of Satan: 
This passage reveals that Satan wants to stick us where it __________________.  The greek 
word thorn means a sharp object inserted at just the ___________________ ______________ 
to cause pain.  This is where we get the phrase, “a thorn in my side.”  The thorn in the flesh 
is not just a one time occurrence, the word harass indicates a _______________________, 
____________________________ jabbing of the thorn.  Satan is the messenger but only 
through the __________________________ of the Lord can he get at Paul.  


Job 1: 
9 Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for no reason? 10 Have 
you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You 
have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the 
land. 11 But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to 
your face.” 12 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. 
Only against him do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the presence 
of the Lord.

This is a situation we all identify.  We are also taught that there is a 
______________________ for every thorn.   Paul reveals that his thorn was there to help 
him not be _________________________.   To keep him ____________________.  The 
Lord was with Paul through this journey.  Paul persisted in prayer seeking the Lord to 
remove the harassing messenger.  When we go through hurts in life, _________________ is 
our greatest effort.  The Lord listens to our prayers, through praying Jesus moves from 
heaven into your____________________.  When we hurt we must persist in prayer until the 
presence of the Lord is felt and the voice of the Lord is heard.  Our greatest need is not the 
alleviation of the hurt, it is to hear the voice of God in the midst of the suffering.



Ten Truths for Life
1. We all walk through a life of____________________.                                               

a thorn was given me in the flesh 

2. God’s plan is we realize our ______________ is not 
_______________.     to keep me from becoming conceited. 

3. Our weakness is to drive us to _________________ upon Jesus. 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me.  

4. Dependency upon Jesus is shown 
through___________________________ praying.                                                                                     
Three times I pleaded with the Lord 

5. Persisting prayer ushers us into the presence of Jesus.    
9 But he said to me,  

6. Jesus walks with us ________________, ________________ to 
us, guiding us through the pain.  (My grace)  

7. As we walk with Jesus we discover ____________________ for 
every _____________________.   (is sufficient for you,) 

8. This walk leads me to_____________________ all my life be for 
the sake of Jesus.   (10 For the sake of Christ,) 

9. Each time Jesus with us ____________________ what is 
____________________ us we get stronger.                                                                                                
I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities. 

10. Each experience of God’s strengthen brings us to experience 
a life worth ____________________ for and _______________ for.                                   
For when I am weak, then I am strong. 




